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PostPost--Custody MortalityCustody Mortality (Home Office 2003)(Home Office 2003)



PostPost--release mortality rates (females)release mortality rates (females)
Farrell & Farrell & MarsdenMarsden [2005] n = 12,256[2005] n = 12,256



Characteristics of Injecting Drug UsersCharacteristics of Injecting Drug Users
(Matthews 2005)(Matthews 2005)

�� Entrenched (in their habits)Entrenched (in their habits)

�� Treatment resistantTreatment resistant

�� Poor physical & mental healthPoor physical & mental health

�� Challenging Challenging behavioursbehaviours

�� High suicide and selfHigh suicide and self--harm riskharm risk

�� Very high postVery high post--release mortality riskrelease mortality risk

�� StigmaStigma

�� Rewards for successRewards for success



A 33 year followA 33 year follow--up of narcotic addictsup of narcotic addicts
((HserHser et al., 2001)et al., 2001)
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National Confidential Inquiry National Confidential Inquiry 

study of 172 prison suicides 1999/2000study of 172 prison suicides 1999/2000



MMT

non-MMT

FollowFollow--up study of mortalityup study of mortality (Dole et al 2003)(Dole et al 2003)
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ReRe-- incarceration up to May 2002incarceration up to May 2002

.007.00767 67 41 41 
Mean total Mean total 

weeks in prison weeks in prison 
((sdsd))

ppNonNon-- ContinuousContinuous

MethadoneMethadone

n= 216n= 216

ContinuousContinuous

MethadoneMethadone

n=45n=45

Source: Dolan, K



% of released prisoners returning to the same % of released prisoners returning to the same 

prison within 3.5 yearsprison within 3.5 years [n = 3,606][n = 3,606]

((LevasseurLevasseur et al, 1997)et al, 1997)
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Serious Adverse Incident rates following Serious Adverse Incident rates following 

treatment (treatment (DigiusotoDigiusoto, 2004) n=1244 patients, 2004) n=1244 patients
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Number of prisoners on methadone Number of prisoners on methadone 

maintenance programmes in Spainmaintenance programmes in Spain
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Incidence of AIDS cases per thousand Incidence of AIDS cases per thousand 

prisoners in Spain (Pallas 2004)prisoners in Spain (Pallas 2004)



Clinical Management of Drug Clinical Management of Drug 

DependenceDependence

PlanPlan

Individual assessmentsIndividual assessments

Care plans based on needCare plans based on need

Closer Integration of clinical & CARAT [DIP] teamsCloser Integration of clinical & CARAT [DIP] teams

Increased maintenance prescribingIncreased maintenance prescribing

Aiming to ReduceAiming to Reduce

Early suicides in prisonEarly suicides in prison

Deaths on releaseDeaths on release

BloodBlood--borne virus transmissionborne virus transmission

ReRe--OffendingOffending



Projected Clinical InterventionsProjected Clinical Interventions

Total (Total (redred) and maintenance () and maintenance (blueblue))
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