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NEW PARTNERS NEXT WEEK

Or: Who should we be talking to, about whom, to improve our patients’

health and well-being?



• Communication

• Understanding 

• Sharing

• Common goals

• Co-ordinated working

• Integration



The Past?

• Female IVDU, mid-twenties, no fixed abode

• DVT, femoral abscess, underweight, pneumonia



The Past?

• Female IVDU, mid-twenties, no fixed abode

• DVT, femoral abscess, underweight, pneumonia

• Unable to obtain iv access. Not to have central line for fear of misuse by patient

• IM antibiotics and subcutaneous heparin

• Took own discharge after 36 hours



Not so long ago in primary care
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Now?



Now?

• Shared care GPs

• Primary care clinic

• Needle exchange

• Harm reduction clinic

• Life skills programmes

• Court liaison

• Drug court

• DIP

• Secondary care addiction consultant

• Community alcohol team

• Specialist midwife

• Hospital liaison 

• Counselling services

• Hep C clinic

• Youth service

• Housing

• Residential rehab



Why worry?
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How to escape from a black box



How to escape from a black box

Or: how to break into the mainstream



How to escape from a black box

• Education

• Advice and clinical support

• Clinical governance

• Curriculum development

• Liaison with Royal Colleges
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Who should we be talking to, about 

whom, to improve our patients’

health and well-being?
• Medical students

• Junior doctors

• Student nurses

• Trainee health visitors

• Junior midwives


